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A Shia Muslim
Fi n d s Tr u e B a r a k a
by David F. Arzouni

I

was about twelve years old when I first saw the saint
whom the Murids of Senegal call master, savior, and
even god. I was just a city block away from our house,
on my way to school, when out of nowhere, a crowd
of Muslims rushed toward the Murid mosque nearby.
I learned later that word had gotten out that the spiritual leader of the Murid Muslims had unexpectedly
come there for prayer.

Within minutes I witnessed a scene that is nearly as
vivid in my mind today as it was then. Amidst shouting and shoving, people pushed past me; some even
leaped over me in their attempt to get closer to an old
man being hurriedly escorted to a waiting car.
Everyone seemed to desperately want to touch him.
Many others threw themselves down to kiss the
ground he had walked upon. Others fought to pick up
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How then, can they call on the one they have not
believed in? And how can they believe in the one
of whom they have not heard? –Romans 10:14

Jim Bennett, Director
Center for
Ministry to Muslims

t is encouraging to regularly hear Muslims tell of
their journey to faith in Christ. Without using real
names, I will share brief parts of recent conversations
with three former Muslims.

I

the door for his life to be taken. Omar said, “All the
things I have suffered are nothing compared to the
peace and assurance of salvation I have in Christ. I
would do it all over again.”

Muhammad came from Saudi Arabia to the U.S. to
study at a university. Christian friends went out of
their way to show him love. He said, “I saw their lives
up close and decided that my preconceived ideas
about Christians were wrong.” He embraced Jesus
and is now a strong apologist for Christ.

If you read the above stories carefully, you will notice
a common thread in each: loving friends! In 2000, a
major American seminary surveyed 600 Muslim converts and asked them to list the influences that persuaded them to accept Christ. The number one influence was that of godly Christian friends whose lives
displayed the genuine and loving spirit of Christ. The
October 2007 edition of Christianity Today contains
the newest version of that article, done with a much
larger number of Muslims who have come to Christ.

Halya is from Iran and immigrated fifteen years ago
to the U.S. Due to a number of serious medical problems, she was often hospitalized. Halya said,
“Friendly and concerned nurses first introduced me to
hope through Christ. They loved me unconditionally,
then introduced me to like-minded Christians in a
local church. I could not run from the love of Christ
shown to me through these friends.”
Omar lives in a large American
city. While living in his
Middle Eastern country, he
was introduced to Christ
through loving friends.
Once he decided to follow Jesus, he suffered
great persecution and
loss. A judge declared
him to be an apostate to
Islam — a horrible
thing to happen, since
such action opened

Recently I visited an American city of one million in
population, — with one of the fastest growing
Muslim communities in the U.S., if not in the world.
There are three reasons for the large Muslim community: (1) it is a receiving location for refugees; thus
hundreds of Muslims arrive there regularly, (2) it has
a major university where large numbers of Muslims
have come to study, and (3) it has a climate that is
similar to those of many Muslim countries. Muslims
already number 12,000 — and are growing rapidly.
Less than two hours away in another metro area — the
Muslim population has swelled to 30,000.
In August I had the privilege to participate in the dedication of a strategic ministry in that city. Located
across the street from a primary mosque, this ministry
focuses on friendship evangelism. Muslims are finding someone to be their friend. And it is working!
Rather than lamenting about the growing Muslim
population, how about developing friendships with
them? They need to see the genuine and true spirit of
Christ in our lives.

Muslim
World
News
Bangladesh
CONVERTS FORCED
BACK TO ISLAM
Local Muslims in Nilphamari district and Islamist missionaries
from abroad are hauling converted Christians to mosques and
forcing them to return to Islam,
area sources said. Evangelist and
pastor Sanjoy Roy said the
Muslims have forced 27 recently
baptized Christians to return to
Islam. Another 14 converts still
face incessant pressure to return
to Islam. Police provided eight
officers to protect area Christians,
but only for a week. Since the
departure of the police, Muslims
in Durbachari village have been
dragging all male converts to a
mosque, forcing them to sign
blank papers or declarations of a
return to Islam.—Compass

Pakistan
RELIGIOUS MINORITIES
TOLD TO CONVERT OR DIE
Christians and Hindus in northern
Pakistan have received dozens of
letters threatening them with
death if they refuse to become
Muslims, church sources and a
police official said. Police continued to provide security around

churches and temples even as
Christians received new deadlines
for converting to Islam. Though
the original August 10 deadline
for conversion has passed,
Peshawar’s minorities continue to
live in fear, canceling church
activities and skipping services, a
Catholic priest said. A spokesman
for the Church of Pakistan said
that on August 7 some of the letters had been thrown into the
courtyards of Christian and Hindu
homes in Peshawar’s Kohati,
Interior City and Cantonment districts.—Compass

Egypt
MUSLIM SUES TO
CONVERT TO CHRISTIANITY
A Muslim convert to Christianity
filed suit against Egypt for refusing to legally recognize his
change of religion, sparking a
reactionary lawsuit by Muslim
clerics and death threats against
his lawyer. Mohammed Ahmed
Hegazy, 24, brought a case
against Egypt’s interior ministry
for rejecting his application to
replace Islam with Christianity on
his personal identification papers.
Though Egyptian law does not
forbid conversion from Islam to
Christianity, it provides no legal

means to make the change.
Hegazy is the first Muslim-bybirth to openly challenge the government’s restriction of conversion away from Islam.—Compass

Turkey
CHRISTIANS FACE
ONGOING INTIMIDATION
Police in Turkey’s western city of
Izmit have arrested a man who set
a fire at the entrance of the local
Protestant church and then shot
off his pistol several times. The
church’s pastor is the brother-inlaw of one of the converts to
Christianity murdered in Malatya
in April and has been targeted by
Islamic extremists. Identified by
police authorities as Semih Sahin,
the man who set fire to the church
entrance reportedly told interrogators that he had been “bothered” by what he heard and read
in the newspapers about the Izmit
Protestant Church, so he wanted
to “make a scene” to arouse public attention against it. The Legal
Committee of the Alliance of
Protestant Churches of Turkey
recently issued a report stating
that the past year has witnessed
“scores of threats or attacks on
congregations and church buildings.”—Compass
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what they deemed to be holy sand under his feet.
Though I had never seen anything quite this extraordinary before, I needed no explanation. I knew that
these men were seeking baraka. Islam encompasses
the notions of blessing, power, grace, protection,
favor and anointing into the single concept of
baraka. To these Muslims in Senegal, members of
the Qadiriya Sufi order (Islamic mystics), direct
contact with their spiritual leaders is the highest form
of baraka.
In my family, baraka matters a lot. However, as Shia
Muslims we seek it differently. We have no living
saint to venerate, no dust to eat. Rather, we seek
blessing and protection by reciting special Qur’anic
verses or by wearing a white thread on our wrists.
Even as a child my father taught us that the
Muriddiya form of Islam, especially the worship of a
man as if he were God, was wrong.
“True Islam,” my father said, “looks only to Allah
for help.”
It was not until much later that I understood that all
Muslims of all sects and backgrounds sought help in
many ways that are not approved by orthodox Islam.
Baraka as “blessing” is needed to succeed in various
enterprises. Sometimes the seeking of baraka is used
in my family as an excuse for some sort of divination.
My father often asked my stepmother to perform
istikhâra, the practice of randomly opening the
Qur’an, and interpreting the contents to indicate
whether Dad should undertake a journey or engage in
a particular activity that week.
Baraka as “protection” is needed to offset the effects
of various kinds of evil. Muslims teach that in the
first month of the Islamic year not only does God
decree what is to happen to men in the course of the
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year, but that it is also a time of great agitation in the
unseen world among devils and jinn (spirit beings).
So there was hardly a Shia Muslim family in my
hometown that did not encourage their children to tie
on their right wrist a white thread over which special
prayers had been said for protection.
All kinds of fears permeated our lives as Muslims.
Beyond the formal aspects of our religion, we
practiced many things that stemmed more from
personal needs and our view of the world than from
our orthodox Islamic traditions. Even though we
professed trust in Allah and his mercy, in reality no
one could be sure that he was on our side. We could
only hope that he would grant us favor.
There is nothing in the tenets of “true Islam” that is
conducive to total trust in God, because Allah can
decree good or evil for man at any time. Yet because
we longed for real solutions to real life problems, we
naturally seized upon every opportunity to alter our
divinely-set fate by any means. Paradoxically, we
would do so in Allah’s name.
Should the teaching of the Qur’an or the Hadith (the
approved written Islamic tradition) suggest even
implicitly that baraka could be obtained in a certain
way, then Muslims are quick to use it — often twisting whatever is said in those teachings to justify all
kinds of practices that are essentially animistic.
In our home, when each of my 11 siblings were
infants, we slept on a pillow to which was attached
an amulet containing special verses of the Qur’an.
This was done to ward off what is commonly called
the “evil eye” among Muslims.
One of my sisters refused to step outside of the house
at certain hours of the day because of the strong
possibility of being harmed by evil jinn.

i n d s Tr u e B a r a k a
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None of these “helps” would be fully approved by
orthodox Islam, but neither would objections be
raised about them in most instances.
All of these practices expose the presence of some
enduring felt needs of the Muslim heart. What is one
to do when confronted with the crises of life? Why
are one’s prayers not answered? Why does Allah
seem so far away, even though Muslim teachers proclaim that he is closer to man than his jugular vein?
What if trouble is really brought on by the secret
curses of one’s enemy?
The sad fact is, Islamic baraka is illusive and short
lived. The average Muslim’s issues and struggles
are never resolved by these practices. The fears, the
longing for a good conscience, the thirst for a lasting
peace, the silent cry for real help in time of need —
none of these can be appeased by adherence to orthodox Islam.
Neither do these things deliver a person from evil or
heal a person’s body and soul. If that were so,
Muslims would not constantly return to baraka

peddlers and special practices in times of crisis.
If a Muslim believer becomes aware of this, if the
futility of it all finally dawns ever so slightly in his
mind, it saps him of all hope and causes decay in his
soul.
That is what happened to me. It led me to question
everything. And it drove me to an unexplainable
despair. Then came the day when someone told me
that I needed to be born-again. It was only when that
occurred that I found deliverance and a lasting peace
with God, through the gospel of Christ. Now, so have
two of my brothers and two of my sisters.
But who will tell the struggling multitudes of
Muslims that the answer they are seeking is found
only in Christ?
Who will take the time to know them and talk with
them — not to them — about their needs and fears?
Who will tell them where true baraka is found?
Will you?
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Country Focus...

EGYPT
Population: 80.3 million
Religions: Muslim 91%, Christian 9%
Official Language: Arabic
Modern Egyptians are proud of their 5,000-year-old culture,
their pharaohs, and their priceless antiquities. Egypt’s ancient
history continues to fascinate the rest of us, attracting scholars and tourists from around the world. But Egypt is so much
more than the remains of its past.
For one thing, it is a kaleidoscope of peoples loved by the
Lord. Egyptian Muslims comprise the majority of the nation’s
more than 80 million people. But Copts, Egypt’s traditional
Orthodox Christians, number at least 8 million – about 10
percent of the national population. Millions of Bedouin,
descendants of the Arab conquerors who brought Islam to
Egypt, still wander the desert. The Nubians and the Beja
dwell in the south. Berbers occupy the oases of the west. The
Domari Gypsies (ethnic cousins to the Romani in Europe)
live through-out Egypt.
Egypt is a collection of contradictions:
• With more than 76 million people, it’s by far the most populous country in the region. Big and lumbering as it may
seem, however, the nation sets the pace for the Middle East.
It projects a moderate image and was the first Arab nation to
make peace with Israel. Yet it is the birthplace of the Muslim
Brotherhood — the founding fathers of radical Islamist politics — and continues to struggle with extremist factions that
demand a return to strict Islamic rule.

• Egypt boasts more highly trained professionals and whitecollar workers than any other Arab country. Some 800,000
graduates flood the job market each year. But nearly half of
adults are oral learners.
• Egypt is the mind and voice of Sunni Islam. The 1,000-yearold Al-Azhar University in Cairo receives Muslim students
from around the world and sends them back as imams and
missionaries. Nearly nine out of 10 Egyptians are Sunni
Muslims. Yet Copts, descendants of ancient Egyptians, are
the largest traditional Christian minority in the Mideast.
• Egyptians are renowned for their hospitality, vibrant communities, love of noise and laughter, lively debate over any
issue. Yet their society remains tightly controlled by government, family, religion, tradition and the manacles of history.
The dead hand of pharaoh still reaches into modern Egypt.
Magic and witchcraft, talismans and spells, superstition and
the “evil eye”: They all still influence and oppress people,
even within churches.
Folk Islam and Coptic Christianity both incorporate some of
the darker elements of the past. Long domination by Islam of
every aspect of life remains a huge stronghold. Even if they
are dissatisfied, many Egyptian Muslims simply cannot imagine a life apart from what they have always known. Those
who do imagine it – and act on it – face rejection by family,
persecution, or worse if they declare their intention to follow
Christ. The growing Islamic militant movement poses even
greater challenges. Attacks on Coptic churches and evangelical congregations have increased.

• Egypt is one of the world’s oldest cultures, but a third of
Egyptians are under age 15. Two-thirds are under 35.
• Cairo is one of the world’s largest megacities with at least 20
million people. Yet more than 28 million Egyptians live in the
towns and villages of the Nile Delta – one of every three
Egyptians still farms for a living.

Pray that...
…God will open the hearts of Muslims in Egypt.
…fear among Egyptian believers and seekers
will end and be replaced by boldness.
…every believer will become a disciple-maker,
not only a hearer.
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Praying for Muslims
Ar ou nd the Worl d!

Friday, November 2, 2007. Please pray
…for Muslim Background Believers (MBBs) in Algeria. The government’s anti-conversion law is coming into effect.
Pray it will not be rigorously enforced.
…for the country of Tajikistan. The government is revising religious laws. A church will need 1,200 signatures simply to
register: There are no church-bodies of that size in Tajikistan. In addition, all existing churches will have to re-register.
…for continued strength for Lina Joy, a Malaysian MBB. Her bid to legally change her religion has been passed on to a
Sharia court. She is reportedly leaving Malaysia for her own safety.
Friday, November 9, 2007. Please pray
…for Muslims in Mali. Despite an 87 percent Muslim majority, the government does allow conversions to Christianity.
…for an MBB secretly following Christ in Saudi Arabia. Pray that God would provide this precious man with strength
and protection. There are thousands like him across the Muslim world.
…for Christian witness to the Dongxiang Muslims. They are the fourth largest group of Chinese Muslim peoples, and
among the poorest and least literate ethnic minorities in China.
Friday, November 16, 2007. Please pray
…for an Egyptian MBB in hiding. Mohammed Hejazy has filed suit to legally change his religion.
…for freedom of worship in Turkmenistan. The new regime under President Gurbanguly shows little sign of reform.
…for churches in Iraq. Despite violence and unrest, the gospel is being preached.
Friday, November 23, 2007. Please pray
…for wisdom for Christian leaders in Germany. A $30 million mosque is set to be built near Cologne Cathedral. Cologne
is home to 120,000 million Muslims.
…for the easing of tension in the Netherlands. Muslims are threatening demonstrations and unrest if the building of a
Turkish mosque is blocked.
…for Christian witness to the 350,000 Muslims of Switzerland. There are plans to build Europe’s largest Islamic center
in Bern. It would cover 84 acres and cost $66 million to build.
Friday, November 30, 2007. Please pray
…that Muslims in Guyana will hear the gospel of Jesus Christ. Muslims make up 10 percent of the population and
Guyana recently joined the Organization of Islamic Conference.
…for wisdom for the Emir of Qatar. Pray that his government might be a strong influence for calm in the region.
…for Jordan. Pray that Church leaders would continue to have limited freedom, enabling Muslims to hear the gospel.

I ur ge , th en , fir st o f a l l th a t r eq u es ts , p r a ye r s , in ter ce ss io n a n d
t h ank sg ivi n g be made for eve ry one. — 1 T i m o t h y 2 : 1 , N I V
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Praying for M uslims
Around the World!

Friday, December 7, 2007. Please pray
…for the Muslims of Australia. Pray for those witnessing to approximately 300,000 Australian Muslims.
…for house churches in Afghanistan. Pray that openness since the Taliban’s removal may cause many to follow Christ.
…for southern Thailand, where Islamic militants from surrounding countries have infiltrated. 1,300 Thais have been killed
in the violence in the last year.
Friday, December 14, 2007. Please pray
…for the family of a Christian policeman murdered in Iraq after refusing to convert to Islam. His wife and children have
fled to another part of the country.
…for the Lord’s protection over Christian refugees fleeing Iraq. They have fled to Jordan, Syria, and even outside the
Middle East.
…for the leaders of Iranian churches and cell groups. Many are laymen without any training in leadership.
Friday, December 21, 2007. Please pray
…for the national leaders of Malaysia. Pray for wisdom for the prime minister. Tension is high within Islam in Malaysia.
…for Muslim youths in Paris, France. Pray that despite the recent troubles and riots, Christian workers would rise up to
witness to these individuals.
…for Syrian churches that are stretched as they attempt to give care to Iraqi refugees. Pray that Syrian congregations
would open their hearts to this forlorn group.
Friday, December 28, 2007. Please pray
…for Christian believers in Iran. They are under constant pressure from the police and secret service, often threatened
and discouraged.
…for secret believers across the world Islam and for those who try to help and disciple them.
…for Christians engaged in prison ministry to Muslims in the U.S. prison system..

Intercede is a bimonthly publication of the Center for Ministry to Muslims
2032 East Kearney, Suite 205 • Springfield, MO 65803
www.CMMequip.org

